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435 petani Pahang
terjejas banjir dibantu

Kuantan: Seramai 435 petani dan

. usahawan Industri- Asas Tani

(IAT) di seluruh Pahang yang ter-
jejas dengan bencana banjir ta-

“hun lalu menerima Bantuan
" Projek Pembangunan Semula Ag-

romakanan di bawah Kemente-
rian Pertanian dan Industri Ma-
kanan (MAFI). - '

Pengarah Jabatan Pertanian
Pahang, Muhd Rizal Baharom,
berkata bencana itu menyebab-
kan tanaman buah-buahan, sa-

. yur-sayuran, kontan dan komo-

diti bernilai tinggi seluas kira-ki-

' ra 533.9 hektar musnah.

Beliau berkata, program ban-

tuan projek pembangunan semu--

la agromakanan yang diwujud-
kan MAFI bertujuan untuk mem-
bantu petani dan usahawan IAT
yang terjejas dengan bencana
alam seperti banjir kembali me-
mulakan prejek yang diusaha-
kan. 5

“Kerajaan sentiasa memberi
perhatian terhadap sekuriti ma-
kanan bagi memastikan kelang-
sungan bekalan makanan yang

cukup, selamat, bernutrisi dan-

mampu dibeli secara berterusan
oleh rakyat pada semua pering-
kat. :
“Bantuan projek pembangu-
nan semula agromakanan adalah

inisatif kerajaan untuk memban-
tu petani dan usahawan IAT yang
terkesan banjir untuk menerus-
kan perusahaan agromakanan
mereka, bagi menjamin sekuriti
makanan berterusan dan nasib
petani serta usahawan terbela,”

' katanya pada Program Penyam-

paian Bantuan Projek Pemba-
ngunan Semula Agromakanan
Pejabat Pertanian Daerah Kuan-
tan yang disempurnakan Timba-

lan Menteri Kewangan 1, Datuk

Mohd Shahar Abdullah, di sini.
Muhd Rizal berkata, 111 petani
di daerah ini terbabit dengan
banjir membabitkan keluasan ta-
naman adalah 144.25 hektar, me-

"reka menerima bantuan imput
-pertanian seperti baja, bokashi,
‘peralatan mesin termasuk mesin

rumput serta pam racun.

Sementara itu, Mohd Shahar
yang juga Ahli Parlimen Paya
Besar berkata, bantuan yang di-
sediakan MAFI kepada petani
dan usahawan IAT bukti kepr-
ihatinan kerajaan kepada golo-
ngan terbabit. ..

“Saya berharap bantuan yang
diberikan kerajaan dapat mem-
bantu petani dan usahawan IAT
untuk kembali meneruskan
projek yang diusahakan,” kata-
nya. -
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FOOD SECURITY A PRIORITY FOR ALL MALAYSIANS

Community-focused initiatives can help the underserved to have a square meal

By CHOW ZHI EN
zhien.chow@thestarsom. my

RECENTLY, a muber of foad secu-
Tity Issues have taken a sirangle-
hold on Malaysians, From food
price hikes 1o shortages of essen-
daks like ol and chicken, food secu-
ity has come under sharp seruting
as a global and national issue over
the last few years.

ing to the UN Food and

Organisation (FAO),
food security is categorised in four
dimensions:

> Availability: The availahility of
sufficlent quantitles of food of
appropriate quallty, supplied
through domesde producton ar
imports. K

> Access: Individuals' access to
adequare resources for acquiring
apprapriate foods for a nutritious
diet

*Udlisation: Utilisation of food
through adequate dief, clean water,
sanitation and healthcare to reach
a state of nutritional well-being
wherely all physiological I\EEdS
are met. This also
{mportance of non-food lnpuls 1n
food security.

>Stability; A ;pnpulatinn house-
hold or individnal must have
access to adequare foad ar all imes
to he fond secure, Importandy, they
should not rigk losing access to
food as a consequence of sudden
shocks fan econormic or climatic
crisis) or cyclical events (seasonal
food insecurity).

Despite having 700,000 hectares
of arable land, we are still short on
meeting our national require-
ments.

In 2020 alone, Depanmgnt of
Statistics Malaysia (DOSM) record-
ed that we j.mported RMSS5.5hil
worth of food products, According
1o DOSM, we are stll highly
dependent on imports of mutton
(RME79.4mil}, mango (RM87.9mil),
coconut (RIV266,1mil) and beef
(RB2 2bil) ta meet domestic

&

Chances are that if you are mak-
ing minimum wage in Malaysia,
the bulk of your earnings will go
into huying fool staples,

International ecommerce plat-
form Pleod] reported that “hasic
food sufficient to raget the mini-
mum nutrient requirements is
worth 35,3% of the minimuni

in Malaysia.

Tn 2021, products like milk,
Lread, vegetahiles, rice, eggs,
‘cheese, meat and fiuit, for
instance, were "worth 34.5% of last
year's minimum wage® — that
means food prices heve risen faster
than the minimum net wage
[]lM 1,052) of the country.

This has alsp heen exacerhatad
by the Covid-19 pandemic and
international conflicts that have
disrupted global supply chaing in
the last couple of years and have
hit underprivileged cormunities
the hardest

Future of food security

In & food crisis, vulnerahle mem-
Dbers of soclety ke low-incomne
(D40} farmilies, orang asli and refu-
gees stand to lose the most. There’s
an urgent need to ensure that these
population segments have the

Tnitiatives like Sunway Group's
Sunway Meal Pack-a-thon collabo-
ration with US-based nan govern-
mental organisation Rise Aﬁmﬂ
Hunger to feed some 4,500
ciaries will benefit orang sl com-
munities, nursing
homes and refugees across the
country. The event happened on
mlﬁ&ﬂsmm Sunway I"yram:d

60,000 mieals by cloze

to 200 Sunway statf volunteers.

Sunway Meal Pack-a-thon vnth Rise Against Hunger saw 60,000 meais packed by Sunway City Kuala Lumpur emplcvyee volunleers on Aug 16 this year.

The issue of food
security is one
that we at Sunway
take seriously,
and we are
committed to

supporting our
communities in

need.
Tan Sri Dr Jeffrey Cheah
Founder &nd chalman
Sunway Group

As Sunway plans to carTy out
similar initlatives leading up to
their 50th anniversary, they plan to
pack a total of 270,000 meals this
year alone with the heip of over
650 Sunway volunteers g:mp-wide
and student volunteers
various Sunway educational insti-

tutions throughout the country.
As a well-balanced diet is a facet

Cheah packing maals with his employees for Sunway Meal Pack-a+ thon
in collabaration with Rise Against Hunger.

of food security tog, every Sunway from partners like the Malaysian
pack contains rlce, lentls, dehydra-  Red Crescent Society; Selangor
ted vegetables and essential vita- Youth Corurmurdty, Yayasan
mins that make up a healthy meal ~ Kebajikan Negara, Development of

For Sunway, the culture of giving  Human Resources for Rural Areas,
back o soclety siems from the the Food Aid Foundation, The Lost
group’s founder and chalrmanTan ~ Food Project and FFM Berhad.,
Sri Dr Jeffrey Cheah, who has been Ina two-pronged approach, the
recendly namied for the fourth time  food bank acts not only as a donor
in Forbes Asia’s “Asla‘s Heroes of but also a platform for fellow
Philanthropy” list which honnum Malaysians ta contribute to a
individuals who have d shared food sustainability mission.
ted commitment to varions suclal This is all part oISunway’s %1:1 ta
causes. achiwe zero hunger through

“The issue of food Iy 15 one: Good food aid pro-
that we at Sunway take seriously, glan'une to address food security.
and we are comunltted to support-
Qi our communities In fe sl Speding se-sufficiency

“we firmly believe that na cor- Rather than gentrifying neigh-
poration can live apart from the bourhoods to mvake beautful land-
communities it serves. In the lead- Elfs' city planners and dwellers
up to Sunway's S0th anniversary in eginning ta adopt urban farm-
2024, we have committed to pack-  ing to make use of existing spaces
ing two million meals for the we live in to create small gardens
underserved and undernourished Developers like Sunway have
communities nationwide.” taken to this concept Fairly quickly.

Sunway has its own food bank Apart from their corporate social
and has packed and distributed responsibility initiatives under the
about 190,000kg of food to 70,00!] group’s flagship #ASunwaylorGood
beneficlaries natl with brell y 15 also atld

ing fuudsecu:ity through organic
and urban

As part of their stake in sustaina-
ble food production as well, 8.1~
hectares of land in Sunway City
1pah was repurposed for the devel-
oproent of Sunway Organdc Farmm—
with the aim to produce at least
150, nookg ac;:flgesuué%ioﬁee frruits

VDEEI 3

" Sunway )G'arzyu will also be
launching Kuala Lurapur’s largest
urban indoar vertical farm to
make the most of available urban
space. The new Sunway XFarms
hub at Sunway Tower i expected
to produce at least 13.000kg of
pesticide-free vegetahles every
month for the urban population of
Kuala Lumpur.

There are also future plans for
Sunway XFarms (o expand one mil-
lion square feet of decentralised
smart farms to generate 32 million
kg of produce per year.

1t is important to note that lead-
ing conglomerates like sum\my can
push sustainability rends Lke
urban farming into the forefront
by reaffirming thelr commitment
1o the UN Sustainable Development
Goals (In particular, Goal 2: Zero
Hunger by 2030) with actionable
and tangible programmes that
benefit the underserved.

Establishing {arms and produ-
cing food where people live in an
{ntegrated manner is the most
pmr:ucal wi Iy of approaching this
problem of food security in urban
areas. i

Smart, green comiy ven
Tarming can help Malaysians to
grow nutritlous feed independenily.

Eagy-to-grow ciops like tomato,
chilli and herhs like rosemary snd
thyme can cope well In 5 small bal-
cony, whereas crops like beetroot,
broad bean and carrot grow easily
N comainers

As Malaysia cutreTuly ranks 39
out of 113 couniries for overail
food security, there are still ways
we can lmprove tie availability,
affordability, quality, safety and
our natural resources resilience,



