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Lagun Sungai Semerak

tertimbus digali semula

PASIR PUTEH - Kawasan
kuala di Sungai Semerak di sini
yang tertimbus sejak lebjh 10

tahun lalu digali semula dalam

usaha untuk menyelamatkan
ternakan akuakultur di lagun
sungai tersebut.

Timbalan Menteri Pertanian
dan Industri Makanan II, Da-
tuk Dr. Nik Muhammad Zawawi
Salleh berkata, kerja menggali
kawasan kuala sepanjang 500
meter itu dijalankan sejak dua
minggu lalu bagi membolehkan
air laut masuk ke sungai itu.

Sebelum ini katanya, taman
akuakultur :yang membabitkan
lebih 5,000 sangkar ikan di sun-
gai itu tidak dapat berfungsi
sepenuhnya berikutan air pa-
sang berada pada jarak lebih
lima kilometer dari Kuala Tok
Bali,

“Keadaan itu menyebabkan
lebih 1,000 penternak .meng-
alami kerugian Kkira-kira RM1
juta setiap tahun kesan kualiti
air yang terjejas. Justeru, kera-
jaan negeri memulakan kerja
penggalian kuala lama yang

tértimbus dengan peruntukan
RM500,000 untuk peringkat
awal.

“Bagaimanapun; peruntu-
kan tambahan untuk mem-
benteng tebing bagi mengelak
hakisan. Saya akan membawa
usul ini ke peringkat tertinggi
kerana usaha menternak ikan
kerapu hibrid dan siakap putih
di taman akuakultur terbesar
di negeri ini adalah penyum-
bang kepada sekuriti makanan
negara,” katanya ketika ditemui
pemberita selepas melawat
lokasi penggalian Kuala Seme-
rak di sini semalam.

Menurut Nik Muhammad
Zawawi yang juga Ahli Parlimen
Pasir Puteh, pihaknya bersedia
membantu dari aspek keperlu-
an pembangunan kekal yang tu-
rut menjana-peluang pekerjaan
kepada penduduk setempat.

Katanya, penggalian semula
kawasan itu akan dipantau se-
cara berkala bagi membantu
kajian pembangunan sokongan
yang perlu khususnya dari as-
pek hakisan.

KAWASAN kuala Sungal Semerak, Pasir Puteh yang digali semula
untuk menyelamatkan ternakan akuakultur difagun sungai tersebut.
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STAR METRO

MUK A
DEPAN

Perak farmers have helped the state
reach self-sufficiency in terms of
vegetables and cash crops, with
enough left over to export. The
authorities are looking at measures
to consolidate and improve
production to ensure food security.

Agoodyield:

A farmer harvesting 5
L. okra at a farm in Ulu

" Kinta, Perak. The state
is the largest prodicer

= RONNIE CHIN/

The Star ,

By IVAN LOH Selayang and Seri Kembangan wholesale However, 3,150 plant cash
ivanloh@thestar.com.my marketsin Selangor,” she told SearMetro. Norsiyenti said crop.

“We export items such as starfruit, sweet  some types of Sultan of Perak
FOOD security is a pressing concern, with corn and sugarcane to countries like the produce had Sultan Nazrin
governments in many countries, including United Arab Emirates, while edible foliage not met the SSL Muizzuddin Shah
Malaysia, taking active measures to ensure or leaves go to Japan,” she said. yet. had in July said the
an adequate supply of essentials such as Norsiyenti saldp‘ Perak was Malaysia’s larg- “They include gin- country could face a food
rice, vegetables and poultry for the local est producer of okra, with about 23,000 ger, chilli, tomato, cabbage and shortage crisis unless
market, tonnes produced in 2021, fruits like mango, pineapple, efforts were made to ensure

Various states have also implemented
measures to bump up production, and
Perak Is no-different.

In fact, the Silver State has more than
enough supply at hand, says Perak
Agriculture Department.

Its director Norsiyenti Othman said sorme
of the crops were in abundance, and were
being sold to other states as well as exported
elsewhere.

“We want the people to know that a lot of
our crops have achieved the self-sufficient
level (SSL), meaning that it is enough for the
people in Perak.

“We send a lot of our produce to the

“We have also been the largest producers
of sweet corn and sweet potato in the coun-
try for the past 10 years,” she said, highlight-
ing that about 23,000 tonnes of sweet corn
and about 33,000 tonnes of sweet potato -
were produced in 2020.

“As for leafy greens, we are the third larg-
est producer of spinach at about 9,200
tonnes, mustard greens at 17,000 tonnes and
about 2,000 tonnes of kailan in 2020,” she
said.

“Other crops that we have in abundance
include cucumber, lettuce, long bean, cassa-
va, sugar cane, brinjal, calamansi and
guava,” she added.

watermelon and langsat,” she

said, adding that the data collected was
from the department’s registered farmers
and that there could be more produce being
sold in the local market by unregistered
ones:

According to the Agriculture Department’s
booklet on statistics for crops, Perak pro-
duced some 120,424 tonnes of vegetables,
89,081 tonnes of cash crops and 97,985
tonnes of fruits in 2020.

Cash crops Include sweet corn, sugarcane,
groundnut, sweet potato and jicama.

There are about 5,000 farmers involved in
growing vegetables, 7,500 grow fruits and

the peaple’s needs are met.

Sultan Nazrin had said that there was
already a food shortage, with prices on the
rise caused by disruption to the supply
chain due to the Russia-Ukraine war and

depreciation of the ringgit.
He had cailed for the country to come up
with strategic measures, including revisiting

the Green Book Plan (Rancangan Buku
Hijau) launched by the then prime minister
Tun Abdul Razak Hussein in 1974 to curh
excessive dependence on imported food.

> TURN TO PAGE 3
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Serangan penyakit hawar
 terkawal - MADA

ALOR SETAR - Penyakit jenis hawar bulir bakteria
atau Bacterial Panicle Blight (BPB) di kawasan pe-
nanaman padi di.bawah Lembaga Kemajuan Pertanian
Muda (MADA) berada dalam keadaan terkawal.

Cawangan Komunikasi Korporat MADA menjelas-
kan, BPB merupakan penyakit tanaman padi yang
berlaku disebabkan bakteria burkholderia glymae dan
burkhloderia gladioli.

Menurutnya, serangan penyaklt ini berkait rapat
dengan cuaca panas dan kering terutamanya apabi-
la suhu malam adalah tinggi berpanjangan.

“Secara keseluruhan, kawasan penanaman padi
di kawasan Muda adalah seluas 96,558 hektar meliputi
77,882 hektar kawasan tanaman di Kedah dan 18,676
hektar lagi di Perlis.

.- “Di kawasan Muda, simptom penyakit ini mula
dikesan pada musim 1/2017 sehingga musim 1/2022
dan ia masih dalam keadaan terkawal,” katanya dalam
kenyataan pada Isnin. ey

- Tambah kenyataan itu, MADA telah mierekodkan
data serangan perosak dan penyakit padi di dalam
sistém yang dikenali sebagai GIS SMP.

“Berdasarkan laporan dikeluarkan oleh sistem ini
sehingga 17 Ogos 2022, seluas 26.41 hektar serangan

" BPB telah direkodkan iaitu 0.026 peratus daripada
keluasan MADA,” jelasnya. °

Ujarnya, ia melibatkan 7.70 hektar serangan pe-
nyakit di kawasan Wilayah | Perlis; 5.29 hektar di
Wilayah |l Jitra; 3.55 hektar di Wllayah Il Pendang
manakala 9.87 hektar di Wilayah IV Kota Sarang
Semut.

Sehubungan itu, MADA telah melaksanakan be-

berapa tindakan bagi mengurangkan risiko serangan
dan kemerebakan BPB terhadap tanaman padi seperti
kempen pengembangdan, pemantauan melalui pro-
‘gram pengawasan dan ramalan perosak (PNR).
~ Pada 17 Ogos lalu, Sinar Harian melaporkan kira-
‘kira 800 pesawah di bawah MADA sekitar daerah Yan
‘mengalami kerugian sehingga RM1.5 juta selepas 500
hektar tanaman mereka dlserang penyak|t BPB
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ZAMRI (tengah) menyampalkan hadlah bar emas kepada Mohd.Aziz
(kanan) di ibu pejabat Nafas di Kota Damansara, Petaling Jaya semalam.

Nafas sampaikan hadiah
cabutan bertuah MAHA 2022

PETALING JAYA - Pertubuhan
Peladang Kebangsaan (Nafas)
‘menyampaikan hadiah cabu-
tan bertuah kepada para peme-
nang seperti yang di umumkan
pada hari terakhir MAHA 2022,
14 Ogos lalu semalam.

Pemenang tempat pertama
bar emas 50gram, Mohd. Aziz
Rawi, 38 dari Gombak, Selangor
tidak menyangka bertuah me-
menangani hadiah utama.*

“Saya petugas di MAHA
2022. Tapi hanya bertugas tiga
hari sahaja. Saya isi suka-suka.
Banyak juga peraduan lain yang
saya-sertai di MAHA ni.

“Saya sangat teruja dan:tak
sangka menjadi individu pa-
ling bertuah daripada 20,000
penyertaan,” Katanya Kketika
ditemui di ibu pejabat Nafas.

Beliau yang merupakan
kakitangan Kkerajaan berkata,
hadiah tersebut akan disim-
pan sebagai kenang-kenangan
MAHA lebih-lebih lagi ia meru-
pakan simbolik 50:tahun Nafas.

Majlis penyampaian hadiah
‘Cabutan Bertuah MAHA 2022

kepada para penménang disam-
paikan®oleh Pengerusi Jemaah
Pengarah Nafas, Datuk Zamri
Yaakob. T, "

Sementara itu, pemenang
Samsung S20, Chew Lin Lin,.
52 dari Klang, Selangor berka-
ta, tidak menyangka dengan
hanya satu borang diisi dia
berjaya memperoleh hadiah
kedua.

“Saya pegi MAHA dengan
suami dan dua anak pada Isnin
(8 Ogos). Kami sekeluarga me-
mang setiap kali MAHA atau
HPPNK kami akan pegi.

“Sangat seronok kerana ini
pertama kali saya sertai pera-
duan. Tak sangka nama dicabut
menjadi pemenang,” katanya: -

Selain dua penerima itu,
pemenang-pemenang hadiah
lain jaitu Samsung AS52, basikal
lipat, seterika stim,” Samsung
tab dart televisyen turut hadir
merierima hadiah.

Nafas menganjurkan Cabu-
tan Bertuah dengan peraduan
jawab-dan menang bermula 4
hingga 14 Ogos 2022 1alu. =
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Norsiyentl said the depnrr
ment's short-term strategy to
inerease production of crops that
did not meet the SSL, was to allo-
cate more budget to aid the
respective growers or farmers

& will prepare the budget for
farmers to grow more chilll, gin-
ger, cabbage and other crops.

“As for crops that have
ncm SSI.,I w; \:gju mr;ijnuadd
52 £5e, Incin vaiue-ndd-
ed products like snacks such as
sweet potato chips; to other states
and abroad,” she said.

As for the long-term strategy,
Norsiyentl sald the department
planned to maintain the level of
Frnducuon for all its crops,

neluding rice.

*“Last year, the Perak Mentri
Besar chalred a meeting on dis-
trict devel;fmem and decided to
maintain all padi fields in Kerfan
and Sebérang Perak.

“These areas are to be used
only for producing rice, and dis-
trict officers have been instructed
to refect applications for other
developments or projects that are
not related to rice,” she sald, -

“We will also try to look for
new-areas to develop Agro Faod
Parks” -

She said there were currently
six Agro Food Parks. located in
Gua Tempurung, Lekir, Degong,
Slim, Sungkal and Titi Gantung.

“The ones in Gua Tempurung,
Slim and Sungkal are collabora-
tians with Perak govern- .
ment-linked companies such as
the State Agriculture
‘Development Corparation (SADC)
and Perak State Secretary
Incorporated. .

“We are planning to add a sev-
enth one, in Manong, so that we
can produce more foed.

“We have also advised other
state agencles with land, ke the
Perak Islamic Religious
Department, to rent them out to
farmets,” she added.

Norsiyenti said the agency was
serious about issues like fond
security.

“We will help farmers with
£ | and

so that they can increase food
production.

“During the movement control
order perlods, we had also put up
same of our lands for rent so that
people who Jost their jobs could
go into farming,” she said.

She noted that more people
were encouraged to take up
urban farming to produce food:
for self-sustainability.

“We have given out about
30,000 urban farming sets.

“Weused to campalgn and

Growing more agro food parks

(Right) Pineapplés growing at the Desa Tamhbun Indah community garden in ipob.

advise feoglls to grow edihle
plants for their enjoyment, but
now it is more for thelr own
(food) security.” she said.

“In 2021, we were allocated
about RM31mil 10 encourage peo.
ple 1o do urban farming and have
given out equipment to individu-

. schools, welfare homes and
Muderqmam. she added.

Normyenti sald the Malaysian
Agricultural Research and
Davelopment Institute (Mardj)
had conducted a study on urban
farming and found that it was
able to tielp people reduce their
expenses.

“It helped people to save
between RM50 and RM70 per per-
SOn.

- “If a household has four people,
they could save up to RM280,” she

Norslyenti (left)
advising farmers
atachilli
fertigation project
farm in Kampung
Changkat Laranig,

“ A com field at the Agro Foad Park in Til Gantung. It contributes to Perak being the country’s largest producer of sweet com for the past 10 years.

pointed out. ly, they were r It tion that gar-
to do it for I‘ea—r&fmmr yf fined by Mnot allnwla;ctlito hﬁnmﬁ:f’és
Ipoh City Council enforcement onstate or idle
Community gardens K officers,” said Prof Ng. o “The city a;:und“s encouraging
At Désa Tambun Indah in Ipa “Now, they can plant tever peaple to fake up community gar-
smne residents have taken up urban  th numnﬂilfi\mva already d
farming In a community garden. had six harvests. “A guideline has also been dovel:
have planted crops like “They share the produce with the mm& and Local
spuwi. bitter gourd, m'tet pomw. other residents, can take what- i Ministry) 1o facilitate
{p&yn lemongza: ever they want for thelr consump- 1t he sald.
n:.rry !mr and plneoppit. to tion but these are not meant ta be “For community snrﬂms, itmust -
coTnminity. sold,” he sald. mwa.ve the cammunizy in the area
rutu\ Rakan Prihotin “The community garden provides  and is subject to the community's
Hinta Peral: chalrman Prof Dr solutions to food security and safety  agreement
Richard Ng, the garden, Jocatedona  issues. “Any coimrunity interested in
300m-long by 3mewide ares at the “Ttis also therapeutic for the resi-  setting up a community garden can
mhumm&eiﬂ.hubéen dents who spend time working apply dire y!hrws!ulwdxy
d by eight residents since her, and it provid I?:H:{:pur- council's Town
the third guarter of lnst year. nmllym getio ¥mow one Lid Depamnmludth an appucauon fee
“I am very enco this better,” he added. aof RM100," he elaborates
development where the community Prof Ng, who is alsa Ipoh City *Those interested in staning one
has come out 1o gét involved. councillor, sald there was always a can contact me,” he added.



