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With many still in B40 group, minister says previous govt failed farmers,
fishermen

Datuk Salahuddin Ayub speaks to Malay Mail in Putrajaya January 23, 2019. —
Picture by Miera Zulyana

PUTRAJAYA, Feb 10 — Datuk Salahuddin Ayub has said that the
government’s policies in the last 60 years have failed Malaysia’s farmers,
fishermen and smallholders because many are still caught in the bottom 40 per
cent (B40).

The agriculture and agro-based industry minister said that since his first day in
office some seven months ago, he has often asked “what went wrong” in the
agriculture and fisheries sectors that has left many stakeholders still dependant
on government aid.

“We have failed to achieve our goal as the smallholders, ranchers, farmers, and fishermen are still stuck in the B40,” he said,
referring to the collective responsibility of the ministry that has been in charge of the agriculture sector since the formation of
the country.

“So what went wrong? After seven months in office, | have been thinking about that,” he told Malay Mail in a recent interview.

Admitting that he would not be able to fully rectify the mistakes of the past, Salahuddin said he aims to move forward by
introducing a new set of policies and direction next month to improve the welfare and overall financial situation of farmers,
smallholders and fishermen.

Salahuddin also said his ministry must ensure that the nation’s granaries are fully stocked and explained that it is dealing with a
far more complex problem of ensuring that food remains affordable, accessible, available and safe for the people.

“This is among my greatest challenges and it is an uphill task for me. The ministry looks at the index on a day-to-day basis to
ensure that we have enough food.

“If we don’t, then we import foods. However, there is a need for a master plan in the long run to increase productivity in the
country,” he said, referring to Malaysia’s food production.

Salahuddin explained that in order to increase domestic food production capabilities, four main factors need to be addressed.
“First, you have to look at government policies or even government intervention.

“Second, you need to have the private sector, both local and foreign, to come in and help boost production.

“Third, you need to strengthen SMEs (small and medium enterprises) so that they too can help.

“Lastly, you need to improve the income of local farmers and smallholders,” he said.

Salahuddin admitted the task of increasing food production would not be easy but one that is crucial to the country’s survival.
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Salahuddin Ayub says previous government failed farmers, fishermen

PUTRAJAYA, Feb 10 — Datuk Salahuddin Ayub has said that the government's policies in the last 60 years
have failed Malaysia’s farmers, fishermen and smallholders because many are still caught in the bottom 40 per

cent (B40).
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BY NOW YOU SHOULD REALIZE UMNO-BN THE MAIN REASON WHY YOU ARE

PUTRAJAYA — Datuk Salahuddin Ayub has said that the government’s policies in the last 60 years have failed
Malaysia's farmers, fishermen and smallholders because many are still caught in the bottom 40 per cent (B40).
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With many still in B40 group, minister says previous govt failed farmers,

PUTRAJAYA, Feb 10 — Datuk Salahuddin Ayub has said that the government's policies in the last 60 years
have failed Malaysia’s farmers, fishermen and smallholders because many are still caught in the bottom 40 per
cent (B40).
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Call in the bee saviours

SERDANG: Instead of calling an
emergency response team, which
will ultimately burn and destroy a
bee nest, why not call My Bee
Saviour?

The volunteer group aims to
save the bee population by re-
locating nests found in developed
areas, especially residential build-
ings, to a “sanctuary”,

My Bee Saviour secretariat
head Izatul Lail Mohd Yasar says
the group has been actively sav-
ing bees by relocating them since
2015.

He says most methods to con-
trol bees will only reduce their
population.

“Some people panic when they
see a swarm of bees at home and
tend to want to exterminate the
nest quickly. For pest control or
emergency response teams, they
often terminate the colony by
burning or poisoning the bees.

“The method is not sustain-
able. In Malaysia, there has been
a slight drop in the honeybee
population in the past years due
to the Colony Collapse Disorder.

“For example, in the klia2 case,

the management wanted to call
the Fire Department, but luckily,
they learnt about us. We man-
aged to relocate the bees, which
are of the Apis Cerana or Asian
honeybee type, to our bee sanc-
tuary in Serdang,” says lzatul, a
researcher at the Malaysian Agri-
cultural Research and Develop-
ment Institute (Mardi).

lzatul and a retired Mardi re-
searcher started a Facebook page
on honeybees in 2015. That was
how My Bee Saviour began.

“The page began with the shar-
ing of ideas between honeybee
researchers, enthusiasts and
farmers. Some of them have been
helping with relocating bee nests
in rural areas to either their
farms or nearby forests.

“We now have volunteers in all
states, but most calls to relocate
nests are from people in Kuala
Lumpur and Selangor.

“Each volunteer has their own
style of relocating bees, but our
standard procedure is to have the
caller submit photos or videos of
the colony. We will then arrange a
suitable date to process the nest.

EASh =D
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We cut it, place it in a box and
transfer it to a sanctuary.

“Requests for relocating bees
from residential and office build-
ings are high from February to
July,

“Members of the public often
wonder why their homes become
a nesting place. This was ex-
plained in Surah Al-Nahl (verse
68): ‘And your Lord inspired the
bees, saying, make your homes in
the mountains, in the trees and in

the structures men erect’.

Powered by: &@isentia




Headline
MediaTitle
Date
Section
Page No
Language
Journalist
Frequency

Call in the bee saviours
New Sunday Times

10 Feb 2019

Local News

10,11

English

N/A

Daily

Color Full Color
Circulation 38,902
Readership 116,706
ArticleSize 549 cm?
AdValue RM 18,925
PR Value RM 56,774

lzatul says bees build nests in
residential and office buildings
mostly due to development or be-
cause there is food nearby.

He says My Bee Saviour is set-
ting up a sanctuary of plants suit-
able for bees in Serdang.

He says the public must be pa-
tient when dealing with a bee
colony and not succumb to pres-
sure to exterminate them.

My Bee Saviour can be reached
on Facebook, YouTube and Insta-
gram.

My Bee Saviour
volunteers
removing

a bee nest.

Despite the group's efforts, the
authorities still need to be aware
of its campaign.

Since 2017, the group has been
placed under Mardi.

The Subang Jaya Municipal
Council has also done a joint
awareness campaign with it

The Fire Department also held
a training session with the group
recently to find ways to make the
relocating process easier and to
urge the public to consider bee-
keeping.
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